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               aikendrivingclub.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Secretary    Members at Large:
Peggy Dils Susan Gregorio    Jerry Milano
803-295-6785  973-222-9450       Mick Burke
dilsaiken@gmail.com susan.g2626@gmail.com    Dan Rosenthal

Vice President: Treasurer    Education Committee Chairs: 
Tracey Turner Michelle Huguet                               Janelle Marshall,
603-533-8585 803-645-3712                               Michelle Huguet
ttt@farsidefarm.com huguetaiken@icloud.com

Membership Committee Chair                       Website & Newsletter Editor    
Ray Mansur        Karen Marlin 

  Tracey Turner, the ADC vice-president, was interviewed on the
   Ch12 WRDW Morning Mix on February 19, 2025. During the           
i    interview she discussed how she became interested in 
carriage    driving and the Aiken Driving Club. 

  Go to https://youtu.be/dxaNrXuTQ0k?si=aM_dJssb6Hvbgz

Our Wonderful Vice-President!!!

http://aikendrivingclub.org


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(ADC Events are highlighted)
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DATE EVENT INFORMATION LOCATION

April 3, 2025 Southern Pines CDE&CT ADS Omnibus Raeford,NC

April 12,2025 Aiken Carriage Classic ADC Website Aiken, SC

March 1, 2025 Landmark Farms DT ADC Website Windsor, SC

March 9, 2025 ADC Driving Derby # 3 ADC Website Windsor,SC

April 23, 2025 Katydid at Tryon USEF Tryon,NC

May 10,2025 Carolina Carriage Club DT& CT ADS Omnibus Moorseboro, NC

March 23, 2025 Spring Auubon Drive ADC Website Silver Bluff Audubon

Welcome New Members!!
Lauren Reece

Kat Dooley

Website Revisions

A couple of changes have been made to the club website. The first is the addition of a page called 
“Club News”. There you will find recent news and information. The second is a page called 
“Competition Document Logging” There members are able to upload documents that are required 
for derbies and the other competitions organized through our website. These documents will remain 
on the website in a private secure file so that they are available for future competitions.

Please contact the website editor at aikendriving@gmail.com  if you have ideas for additional 
changes and  improements.

http://aikendriving@gmail.com


                                                   
               

                                AIKEN DRIVING CLUB GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
The meeting was called to order by President Peggy Dils at 6:10 p.m. 

 Board Members present: Tracey Turner, Michele Huget, Jerry Milano, Mick Burke, Dan Rosenthal, Susan Gregorio, Karen 
Marlin 

 Secretary’s report: Ray Mansur requested that the minutes from the January BOD meeting be amended to include the 
discussions regarding Membership application process that took place.  Minutes approved as amended. 

 Treasurer’s report: approved as presented. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Gaston Livery Stable mortgage has been paid in full.  There will be a “mortgage burning” held on February 27th at 5:30. 

 Gerde Museum will open on Sundays when the weather improves. 

 The ADC Membership Directory has been published and is out for distribution.   

 Derbies:  Tracey Turner reported that 2 of the 3 driving derbies have been completed.  Derby #3 will be held at the Vista 
on March 9th.  The Derbies have been well attended. 

 The ADC will be featured on local television with Tracey Turner providing information about driving and club activities 
during the interview. 

 Shelly Temple clinic was well attended.  Thank you to Deb Bevan and Lisa Singer for facilitating the clinic. 

 The ADC is recognized as a Blue Ribbon Club by the ADS. 
 The Audubon Drive date has been changed to March 23, 2025. 

 Judy Chamberlain suggested that the ADC Bylaws be reviewed since some of the verbiage needs to be amended or 
changed.  After discussion regarding the formation of a Bylaws Review Committee, Peggy Dils stated that she has chosen 
the committee members. They are: Jerry Milano, Carl Zimmerman, Pixie, and Peggy.  The committee will meet at the end 
of February. 

 ADC Pleasure Show Prize List is out. There will be a picnic class as well as a “horseless carriage” class for vintage 
vehicles.  Ray Mansur is the volunteer coordinator for the show.  Mickie Bowen will be organizing the picnic class and 
reports that there will be a historian available to review and comment on the carriages. 

 A donation in the amount of $500 was approved by the membership in memory of Muffy Seaton. 

 There will be an educational event held at Janelle Marshall’s farm on February 20 regarding trailer loading and other 
equine behavior issues.  The clinician will be Ian McDonald. 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 There was a discussion regarding “no show” members at club events.  The club paid for 60 members expected to attend 
the Christmas Drive luncheon and only 40 members actually attended.  The caterer had to be paid for 60 members. There 
was some discussion about charging members a fee across the board, with no decision reached.  

ADC Board News
FEBRUARY 10 ,2025
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  AIKEN DRIVING CLUB GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (Continued)

Lisa Whitcomb presented an idea to the ADC regarding initiating a "Carriage Driving School” for the public.  
After some discussion about the idea, it was decided to form a subcommittee to pursue the proposal presented 
by Lisa. Price Story made a motion to send this idea to a smaller subcommittee.  The motion seconded by Judy 
Chamberlain.   
 ADC Membership Renewal Process: Ray Mansur discussed issues regarding membership renewal and the 
issues that occur causing problems and additional work for Ray.  The form is on the website and can either be 
filled out online and paid for online, or the form can be printed and mailed, accompanied by a check. Some of 
the issues Ray reports are forms not completely filled out, memberships paid for, but forms not completed, 
forms completed without payment.  This causes extra work for Ray as he hunts down the members so the 
application can be completed. When membership is paid for online, there is a $2 processing fee assessed to 
each person completing an application and paying online.  Ray suggested eliminating the $2 card processing 
fee.  There was a motion presented to the members at the meeting, and seconded and carried unanimously. 
Carole Hunter thanked Karen Marlin for her many efforts with regard to the ADC website.   
Jungle Drive: Sarah Relyea will present a date for the drive as soon as she can coordinate it and report it to the 
club. 
Thank you to Ray Mansur for his tireless work on the membership directory.  Also, thank you to Rebecca 
Gutierrez for hosting the meeting at the Keller Williams office. 
 
Next ADC BOD meeting is March 10, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.. 
 Susan Gregorio, Secretary 
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Pictures from Driving Derby #2



I have always remembered having a horse in my life. My first memories of my connection with 
horses is when my older sister (5 years older) was taking riding lessons on a farm in Virginia 
where I grew up and when it was time to go pick her up after the riding lesson I would insist on 
going on the drive out to the farm (after I put on my western hat my Dad had brought home for 
me from a trip). To say I was the annoying little sister that threw a fit if I did not get to get up on 
the horse and sit in the saddle and get walked around was an understatement. 

Shortly my parents recognized that I had a real love for horses and a passion to ride, hang out, 
groom and compete at horse shows and to just be in their presence so they gave me the 
opportunity to lease a small Welch pony and I have owned a horse ever since.

Professionally I was a AKC licensed handler for Sporting and Working breeds and spent 20 years 
traveling and competing from California to New York.

I had always been fascinated with the connection and art of carriage driving and once I went to 
watch my first combined driving event I knew that is what I wanted to learn and experience.

After a long search I found a pony that is perfect for me, we are learning this new driving 
adventure together. We have a long way to go but I am enjoying the journey and meeting so 
many driving folks that are so willing to share their knowledge and lend a helping hand.

I live on a small 6 acre farm in the foothills of the beautiful Blueridge Mountains in Ga where my 
husband Bill and I have lived now for 35 years and where my pony Rocky shares a barn with my 
28 year old Quarter Horse Madison that I have had since he was a baby.

March Member of the Month
Jacque Whidden
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President’s Message

So busy with lots of interesting things related to our horses and driving.  

A big Thank you to our volunteers who put events on and our volunteers who come to 
help and watch.  We are considering a Volunteer Hours  Program much like the hours to 
Volunteer Program that The ADS sponsors. Keep your eyes open for more information.  

Our Audubon Drive has been moved to March 23rd. We will have a celebration of life for 
Muffy Seaton there.. Please join us, bring a dish to share and hear wonderful stories 
about Muffy. 

Congratulations to our Aiken Driving Club members on some great wins in Florida at the 
Spring Fling CDE..  Good luck at Live Oak CDE .  

Warmer weather is on the way  so enjoy the spring driving where ever you are going.   

Cheers Peggy Dils  
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Aiken Carriage Classic
April 12-13, 2025

 Mark your calendars for the 5th year of the Aiken Carriage Classic. This year we are featuring the
Horseless Picnic Class. This class will be judged by our judge, Karen Homer-Brown and TD, Craig
Kellogg. The picnics will also be judged by those watching the show and the winner will be given the
People’s Choice Award. We have invited a vintage car group to participate at the show. There has
been a generous donor that is sponsoring the pizza party following the picnic class awards. This is
open to all, but you must sign up by March 31. Email gkm104@heartofiowa.net with the number
attending. This free special event with several very unique carriages coming will be a must see.

A Silent Auction will be held starting at the briefing on April 11and closing on Sunday April 13 at
noon. If you have questions, please contact Kim Allen.

There are 6 classes for the divisions. These include Turnout, Working, Reinsmanship, Pick Your
Route, Scurry and Reverse Psychology. Other fun classes that are available are: Fine Wine (for
drivers 62 years of age and older), Drive and Ride, Your Route-My Route, Carriage Dog, Ladies to
Drive, and Gentlemen to Drive. There is something for everyone! Two special awards are given each
year. The Sandra Nicolaisen Award for elegance and the promotion of driving and the Gaston Stable
Award for sportsmanship.

Sponsorships help keep the show going and we depend heavily on the generosity of the community
to help with this. If you are able to help in this way, please contact Peggy Dils at
dilsaiken@gmail.com.

Volunteers are always needed to make our shows run smoothly. If you can help out, please
contact Ray Mansur at raymansur@bellsouth.net. The Aiken Driving Club has the best volunteers in
the country!

The Aiken Driving Club is proud to hold the 5th Aiken Carriage Classic in accordance with the rules
of the American Driving Society. If you have any questions, please contact Katy Rhinehart at
gkm104@heartofiowa.net.

For complete information see the American Driving Society omnibus listing. The Prize List is
available the ADS website, the Aiken Driving Club website under events and the Aiken Carriage Classic 
Facebook page.



Reprinted with permission from the 
American Driving Society and the author

Part One
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Housekeeping Details!!

Newsletter Deadlines- The deadline for articles, photos and classifieds is the 20th of each month. Photos must be 
sent by email in “JPG” format with name(s) of person in photo and if possible, the names of the horse(s). Please 
include photo release if required.
Classified Ads- Classified ads for ADC members are free and will run for 3 months unless otherwise noted. Non-
members may place ads for $25 which will run for 3 months. Business card ads are $100/yr. Checks may be 
mailed to the Aiken Driving Club, PO Box 271 Aiken, SC 29802
Submissions- Send all submissions to: Karen Marlin aikendriving@gmail.com

Past issues of the Newsletter may be found online at www.aikendrivingclub.org

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
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http://www.aikendrivingclub.org



