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President’s Message

It is the first day of summer as | write this | Where has the time gone? Seems like we were just at the final driving
derby.

So, now it is summer time.... For a good read try the Aiken Horse, Carolinas Equestrian Magazine and the Whip from
the ADS. All have some great information, from fun reads to planning your marathon routes. Also, if you are an ADS
member take a look at the ADS Rule Book.

So, after that you can do horse stuff or venture to the surrounding area to find fun things to do. So much history!!

Aiken Driving Club has lost another dear friend and past member Vicki Long. She enjoyed photography and was a
devoted advocate for dogs. We send our sympathy to her family and friends.

So stay cool, enjoy the quieter time and be safe and stay well. Peggy Dils
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

[ (ADC Events are highlighted) |

DATE EVENT INFORMATION LOCATION
July 14,2025 ADC Board Meeting ADC Website Gaston Livery Stable
August 20, 2025 Vista Drive and Brunch See ADC Website Aiken, SC
Sept 13,2025 Carolina Carriage Club DT&CT ADS Omnibus Moorseboro,NC
Oct 11,2025 Timberland CDE& CT ADS Omnibus Raeford,NC
Oct. 24-26,2025 40th Anniversary Fall Weekend Coming on ADC website Aiken,SC
Oct 30,2025 Windsor Trace CT & CDE ADS Omnibus Windsor,SC
Treasurer’s Report
June 2025
p.1of1
ADC CHECHING ACCOUNT STATUS
Month Balance
@ Month Beginning $17,374.12
@ Month End $ 13,578.87
TRANSACTIONS FOR THE MONTH
Transaction Amount Breakdown
Derby Series = $200.00 (Donation)
Credit $ 662.59 Aiken Carriage Classic = $410.00 (Entries)
Membership = $52.59
Derby Series = $610.00 (EMT & ADS Fee)
$4,457.84 . . . .
Aiken Carriage Classic = $3,847.84 (Facility & Food)
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] OPINIONS « Toolbox

A collection of helpful ways to complete those tasks that experienced
drivers do as a matter of fact, but may be new for others.

Keep your bridles on!

BY DANA BRIGHT
Chair of the ADS Education Committee

any drivers have started using a gullet strap on

their bridle for added security to keep the bridle

from being pulled off over their horse’s ears,
especially if the animal in question is a pony with tiny ears
(think Welsh!).

Another option is to braid a shoelace into the first hank
of hair behind the crownpiece of the bridle, looping the
shoelace around the crownpiece. Results of an internet
search had advice from a Friesian competitor and advice
on the Chronicle of the Horse forum from someone whose
horse shook a bridle off while wearing an ear bonnet. As
many driving horses wear fly or ear bonnets, knowing how
to do this could add that little bit of extra security.

For your horse’s comfort, he needs a short bridle path,
so the shoelace doesn’t put a lot of tension on either the
crownpiece or the braid./)
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These images show a white ribbon looped around the bridle crown piece and then braided into the mane to secure the bridle.
Shoestring or yarn may be substituted for the ribbon. The pony featured here is Tommy, owned by ADS member Diane Vickery.

THE WHIP

VOLUME 50 « NUMBER 3
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Reprinted From the ADS Whip




One more off the bucket list
By Diane Mansgur

We all have a bucket list of items we would like to do, and Ray and | got to cross one item off in
May. After several years of talking about it, we decided that 2025 would be the year that we would
go to the Royal Windsor Horse Show with the Carriage Association of America. Jill Ryder has been
organizing the trip for well over 20 years. She and John Stallard know all the ins and outs of making
it a successful visit. Planned activities included Evensong at King George’s Chapel (where we saw
the Queen’s tomb), a trip to the Royal Mews at Windsor Castle (where we saw the late Queen’s fell
pony, Emma), a special after-hours tour of the State Apartments and a behind the scenes visit to the
King's Troop Royal Horse Attillery.

And of course, there was the show itself — 4 days full of riding, carriage driving and shopping in the
huge vendor village. Friday through Sunday we spent a lot of time watching the world’s best Four in
Hand Drivers compete in a CAIO4* Qualifier for Four-in-Hand Drivers. While it’s great to see people
like Boyd Exell on live feeds of events, there is nothing like being ringside for dressage and cones,
and of course marathon. An added highlight was an appearance by King Charles to watch marathon
on Saturday — very close to where we were watching. In addition to the show, there were cocktail
hours and dinners where we got a chance to meet new friends. Monday came too soon and we all
went our separate ways. We came home exhausted from a busy week but with lots of memories of a
wonderful trip. We are so glad we did it and wonder why it took us so long to decide to go.

For those of you who might be on the fence about going, don’t hesitate. You won’t be sorry.

g

L ETT

1

& o £ y .

% Y

P 1.'
3 ’, ‘._—

-




AIKEN DRIVING CLUB
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND P [
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING N ”

JUNE 9, 2025 Appﬂﬂyﬂl

Present: Peggy Dils, Michele Huguet, Mick Burke, Jerry Milano, Susan Gregorio, via call in: Dan Rosenthal, Tracey
Turner, Karen Marlin

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.

Minutes from May 2025 meeting approved as written.
Treasurer’s Report approved as written.
OLD BUSINESS:

Gaston Livery Stable: Peggy reported that a Vendors market as well as Gaston Livery history presentation was held
recently and was very successful. This event is scheduled for the first Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. till 2 p.m..

Gerde Museum is open and is seeking volunteer docents for 3 hours each Sunday.

Volunteer Program guidelines and forms are complete and will be available for member access on the ADC website.
Members who are part of the event committee would not be eligible to count their hours for the Volunteer Program.

Carriage Driving Intro School/Clinic/Camp: Peggy reported that she spoke with the insurance company and that the fee
for the event is feasible for the club to afford. More information to follow.

The By-Laws revisions were reviewed and passed by the Board. Will be available on the ADC website for general
membership review and will be voted on at the Annual meeting. The old By-Laws will remain on the website for
comparison prior to the vote at the Annual meeting.

Vista Drive will be held on August 20th. There will be a brunch available for those who are attending. Peggy states she
needs 6 volunteers for this event.

The ADC 40th Anniversary weekend is scheduled for the weekend of October 24th. More details to follow.

NEW BUSINESS:

The meeting was opened to the General members in attendance.

Ray Mansur suggested that the Committee members of an event should be included and allowed to participate in the
Volunteer program hours considering the many hours that event committee members often dedicate for multiple days
before, during and after an event. Following discussions from the floor supporting Ray’s suggestion, Peggy stated she
will present this to the committee and report back to the membership.

The ADC equipment trailer is still in need of a “Quartermaster” to maintain and organize the trailer. Discussions
including a club work party, making it a paid position or including the trailer duties as part of event volunteers with
perhaps 2 persons assigned for each event when the trailer is used. Karen to publish the position in the ADC

newsletter again.

Peggy reports that she is organizing a meeting for July for the upcoming calendar dates in order to avoid conflicts for
the upcoming season.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m..
The next meeting will be July 14, 2025.

Susan Gregorio, Secretary




Member of the Month

Lauren Reece
ADS Southeast Region Director

In the year 2005 | entered the driving world, teaching my young Morgan to drive,
joining the American Driving Society, and competing successfully in our first ADS
competition; Maine Carriage Days at Skyline Farms, and we were all in. Since then,
my husband Dale and | have competed throughout the New England and Florida in all
types of driving events, Combined and Pleasure.

Holly Pulsifer and Susan Koso strongly encouraged me to get my American Driving Society TD licenses, and
gave me many opportunities to learn from their combined years of driving experience and seemingly endless
knowledge. | earned both my Pleasure and Combined Driving licenses and have had the privilege of officiating
in many competitions throughout the United States and Canada, alongside some of the sport’s most highly
regarded officials.

| have also served the driving community as a member of the ADS board, the Rulebook Committee Chair, a
committee member, an event organizer, a volunteer, and a mentor

| am blessed to have the great PVF Peace of Mind, AKA, Hunny in my barn, and she is a great teacher. She
suffers no fools. If you are too young to remember, google her.

Reach out to me with any questions, concerns, or great ideas as | am your Regional Director for the American
Driving Society. | plan on getting up to visit Aiken soon.

Dale and | live in Live Oak Florida. We currently have the one Morgan mare, (and are window shopping for our
last one), Bode the Goatee, 2 Springer Spaniels and Funny Bunny, | have spent the last 3 years getting healthy

so watch out, | will be running on all cylinders soon.

One final note, | read the club’s newsletter, | am thrilled. Driving is thriving here in Aiken! | can’t wait to be a part
of it.

Volunteer Quarter Master Needed
to maintain the “Club Trailer"

(We still need one or more members to volunteer forthis very important job.
[’e not hard to do and very rewarding!!!)

Duties include:

Inventory contents

Organize storage

Inspect after events

Interior cleaning when needed
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BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

kw AIKEN

PARTNERS

KELLERW

REBECCA J GUTIERREZ

REALTOR®, Associate Broker
803-646-0462 Mobile
803-262-4460 Office
rebecca@aikenhomesource.com
www.aikenhomesource.com

Aiken Home Source, LLC
237 Park Ave SW, Ste 101, Aiken, SC 29801

Contact A Dealer Near You! bt ooy eian
Rebecca Gutierrez: (803) 646-0462
Lisa Singer: (610) 960-8695
nhfcarriages@gmail.com
www.NewHeritageFarm.com

Custom Harness & Carriages
For Competition & Recreation
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“Uss Housekeeping Details!!

Newsletter Deadlines- The deadline for articles, photos and classifieds is the 20th of each month. Photos must be
sent by email in “JPG” format with name(s) of person in photo and if possible, the names of the horse(s). Please
include photo release if required.

Classified Ads- Classified ads for ADC members are free and will run for 3 months unless otherwise noted. Non-
members may place ads for $25 which will run for 3 months. Business card ads are $100/yr. Checks may be
mailed to the Aiken Driving Club, PO Box 271 Aiken, SC 29802

Submissions- Send all submissions to: Karen Marlin @ aikendriving@gmail.com

Past issues of the Newsletter may be found online at www.aikendrivingclub.org
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