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Goodbye  March! Hello spring and all the wonderful things that go with spring time. So nice to see the daffodils come 
up and the trees put their spring leaves out. Cool evenings and warm days, just what we have been waiting for. 
Drivers and horses and volunteers are enjoying a new found enthusiasm as we enjoy spring with fun driving ,some 
competitions, clinics., and the  Aiken Carriage Classic.
 
Get your Coggins up to date and enter and support our events. 

Big Thank you to our Derby and HDT Volunteers.Thank you Tracy Turner for a super fun Final Derby.  

Congratulations to the Live Oak winners.  Good luck to everyone for the spring season filled with CDE events and the 
Aiken Carriage Classic.. 

Drive on, be safe and enjoy     Peggy Dils  

http://aikendrivingclub.org


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

(ADC Events are highlighted)
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DATE EVENT INFORMATION LOCATION

April 3, 2025 Southern Pines CDE&CT ADS Omnibus Raeford,NC

April 12,2025 Aiken Carriage Classic ADC Website Aiken, SC

April 23, 2025 Katydid at Tryon USEF Tryon,NC

May 10,2025 Carolina Carriage Club DT& CT ADS Omnibus Moorseboro, NC

Silver Bluff AudubonADC WebsiteSpring Auubon DriveMarch 23, 2025

May 3,2025 Happy Cinco de Mayo Mini HDT Moore County Driving Club Southern Pines,NC

               Aiken Carriage Classic

                 April 12-13,2025

      Come to see the show!!!

          There will be a number of fun activities.There are 6 classes for the 
divisions. These include Turnout, Working, Reinsmanship, Pick Your Route, Scurry and 
Reverse Psychology. Other fun classes that are available are: Fine Wine (for drivers 62 years 
of age and older), Drive and Ride, Your Route-My Route, Carriage Dog, Ladies to Drive, and 
Gentlemen to Drive. There is something for everyone! Two special awards are given each 
year. The Sandra Nicolaisen Award for elegance and the promotion of driving and the Gaston 
Stable Award for sportsmanship.

   Then there is Carriage talk and Pizza on April 12, 2025

The Club is invited to come see the carriage picnic class on Saturday, April 12 at Highfields 
Equestrian Center.  Carriages will be judged by Karen Homer-Brown and Craig Kellogg.  
These carriages include those owned by Mickie Bowen,  The Rileys, Marsha Hilmer and 
others.  The judges will select the class winners and those in attendance may vote for the 
People’s Choice Award.  Following the judging there will be pizza and drinks available at $10 
per person.  Must purchase tickets by April 8. Notify Katy Rhinehart at 
gkm104@heartofiowa.net if you want to get tickets. This is part of the Aiken Carriage Classic.

mailto:gkm104@heartofiowa.net


                                                   
               

AIKEN DRIVING CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
                                          3/10/2025 

 Present: Peggy Dils, Mick Burke, Karen Marlin, Michele Huguet, Susan Gregorio, Tracey Turner. 
Excused: Dan Rosenthal 
 Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by Peggy Dils 
 Secretary’s Report: Approved as written 
 Treasurer’s Report: Approved as written 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Gaston Livery mortgage paid.  A ceremonial “mortgage burning” was held recently.   
Gerde Museum should be opening soon with nicer weather setting in. 
 Driving Derbies:  Tracey reported that turnout was great and the 3rd and final derby of the 
series was held on March 9th at The Vista with quite a few spectators in attendance.  Food and 
beverages were supplied to all.  A change in the weather for the last few divisions did not 
dampen the spirits of the competitors.  A special THANK YOU to the volunteers who remained 
at their posts despite the rain and wind.  Awards were presented at the end of each division 
which received positive feedback.   
 Audubon Drive will be held on March 23rd.  The post drive luncheon will be held to honor Muffy 
Seaton.  A donation to the Audubon is requested for each turnout. 
 By Laws Committee recently held a meeting to review the current By-Laws and implement the 
necessary changes.  The report will be available in the near future. 
 ADC Pleasure Show entries are open and classes are filling up.  Ray Mansur sent an email to 
ADC membership requesting volunteers for the event. Please respond to Ray as directed in the 
email if you are able to volunteer. 
 Education:  There will be a driving clinic held at Janelle Marshall’s farm, March 28th thru 30th 
and is open to auditors. 
 Carriage Driving School/Camp: Peggy Dils is pursuing this idea as presented by Lisa 
Whitcomb.  Peggy will report back after further investigation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 The ADC BOD voted to donate $250 to the upcoming Hitchcock Woods Horse Show. 
 Volunteer Recognition: A discussion regarding special recognition for ADC 
Volunteers that donate countless hours to club activities was presented by Tracey Turner with 
feedback by those in attendance.  To be followed up at the next BOD meeting. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
Next meeting: April 14th 
Susan Gregorio, Secretary 

ADC Board News
March, 2025
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Saturday, March 1st was great day for carriage driving. Taylor Bradish and 
Rebecca Gutierrez, both members of the Aiken Driving Club, got to 
showcase our sport in a mini-derby driving demonstration at the Stirling 
Venture Capital Grand Prix Eventing Showcase at Bruce’s Field in Aiken, 
South Carolina.  As an added bonus, two Olympic level event riders, Austin 
O’Connor with Taylor and Chip and Jennie Brannigan with Rebecca and 
Oscar, got to take the reins and drive the course and then try their hand at 
navigating for the experienced drivers.  What a great way to share our sport 
with spectators and other equestrians.  

To make the day even more special, Taylor Bradish was presented as the 
2025 Annie Goodwin Rising Star Grant Recipient. (The Annie Goodwin 
Rising Star Grant provides financial support for young professional 
equestrians establishing the early years of their business and wishing to 
continue their equestrian education and competition.)

Congratulations to Taylor and thanks to all who made the demo successful.

We need vounteers for Saturday and Sunday at the Aiken Carriage 
Classic.!!! Please, please sign up to volunteer on the club website 

aikendrivingclub.org/volunteers

http://aikendrivingclub.org/volunteers
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    It’s the time of the year 

             when the members of the      
                     Aiken Driving Club who are      

   from Canada start to head 
north for the summer months. Let’s all 
wish them safe travels and hope they 
return to us in the fall!

Welcome New Members!!
Al Smiths

Deborah Branson

www.moorecountydrivingclub.com

http://www.moorecountydrivingclub.com
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Driving Derby #3
The Vista



Housekeeping Details!!

Newsletter Deadlines- The deadline for articles, photos and classifieds is the 20th of each month. Photos must be 
sent by email in “JPG” format with name(s) of person in photo and if possible, the names of the horse(s). Please 
include photo release if required.
Classified Ads- Classified ads for ADC members are free and will run for 3 months unless otherwise noted. Non-
members may place ads for $25 which will run for 3 months. Business card ads are $100/yr. Checks may be 
mailed to the Aiken Driving Club, PO Box 271 Aiken, SC 29802
Submissions- Send all submissions to: Karen Marlin aikendriving@gmail.com

Past issues of the Newsletter may be found online at www.aikendrivingclub.org

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

11

http://www.aikendrivingclub.org



