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President’s Message

Spring has sprung.... Great winter season, great pleasure show. Congratulations to Katy Rhinehart and the
volunteers for a fabulous pleasure show. Good luck at the upcoming Tryon CDE everyone.

A big thank you to volunteers, organizers, competitors and spectators. We had some great events this season.
Now on to your gardens!!

Enjoy the spring season. Stay safe!

Peggy Dils
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[ (ADC Events are highlighted) |

DATE EVENT INFORMATION LOCATION
May 3,2025 Happy Cinco de Mayo Mini HDT Moore County Driving Club Southern Pines,NC
May 10,2025 Carolina Carriage Club DT& CT ADS Omnibus Moorseboro, NC
Sept 13,2025 Carolina Carriage Club DT&CT ADS Omnibus Moorseboro,NC
Oct 30,2025 Windsor Trace CT & CDE ADS Omnibus Windsor,SC

Aiken Carriage Classic
April 12-13,2025




ADC Board News

March, 2025 PF [ ”
AIKEN DRIVING CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING P”””Al
MAY 14, 2025

Present: Peggy Dils, Tracey Turner, Jerry Milano, Karen Marlin, Mick Burke, Susan Gregorio,
Michele Huget, Katy Rhinehart, Excused: Dan Rosenthal

The meeting was called to order at 5:53 p.m..

Katy reported to the BOD that the Pleasure Show was a success and will realize a profit. The Picnic
Class was well received and proved to be very educational. The Board thanked Katy for her effort and
dedication to the show, as well as to the countless volunteers who helped makethe show a success.

Secretary’s report: Approved as written.
Treasurer’s report: Approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

Tracey reported that the Derby Series was a success with a profit of approximately $1,000. The 3rd Derby
that was held at the Vista was well attended by many spectators and competitors, with a lot of positive
feedback.

Gaston Livery Stable: There are future long term projects planned.

Gerde Museum: volunteer docents are needed.

Education: There is a workshop to be held April 17 at 6 p.m. at Crossfit Aiken
regarding fitness for carriage drivers. The event is open to all members of ADC free of
charge. Additional education workshops are being planned for the future.

Audubon Drive: there are currently no future drives scheduled. Peggy to coordinate.

By-Laws Update: Jerry reported that the committee reviewed the current by-laws on a line by line basis.
Clarifications were made by the committee. The revised by-laws were presented to the Board members
that were present for review and approval. After review by the BOD, the by-laws will be presented to the
General Membership for final approval.

Volunteer Hours: Peggy asked for input regarding ADC volunteer hours awards. Further discussion
will take place at the next BOD meeting.

Intro to Driving: The BOD continues to pursue the idea that was proposed. Additional research is
necessary at this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
The next BOD meeting will be held on May 12 at the Burke’s.
Susan Gregorio, Secretary




Treasurer’s Report
April 2025

ADC CHECHING ACCOUNT STATUS

Month Balance
@ Beginning $19,521.09
@ Ending $15,140.98

TRANSACTIONS FOR THE MONTH

Transaction Amount Breakdown
Derby Entries = $2,054.00
Credit $ 2,454.53
Donation against Derby Food = $400.00
Payment of Credit cards Dec-Feb= $3,600
Debit $ 6,834.64 Derby = 52,340

ADC Donations: $750.00
(Muffy’s Memorial / Hitchcock Wood Found)
Note: March Credit Card to be paid on 4/15/2025 = $1,352.00

DERBY CLOSING

Expenses $4,486.06
Income $6,149.48
Balance $1,663.42

Note: Remaining to be paid = ADS Entry Fee ($500)
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Nobody Wants Droopy Drawers!!

Fitting the Breeching — Part Two

BY ELISA MAROCCHI

2024), I explained a simple way

to ensure your breeching is at
the correct height on your horse. In
this second installment, I'll explain
how to check for the tightness of the
breeching.
. As mentioned in the last article,
correctly fitted breeching helps bring your carriage or cart
to a safe stop, it makes the job of slowing down or holding
a vehicle back on a downhill slope easier for your horse,
and it can help improve your dressage scores by ensuring
the weight of the cart doesn’t adversely affect your horse’s
balance during downward transitions or halts.

Now that you know how to get the breeching at the
correct height, the next step is to ensure it is not too tight
nor too loose. Too tight and it can restrict your horse’s
movement, or possibly cause him to feel trapped. Too loose

'ﬁ In the last issue of The Whip (Fall,

and the weight of the vehicle can slam into the horse’s
buttocks, putting him off balance. In the worst situation,
very loose breeching could allow the carriage itself to
impact the horse and could cause him to panic.

If your vehicle has brakes, you can use them to help
bring the carriage to a stop or to slow it, but that doesn’t
mean you can leave your breeching flapping in the breeze!
It should be correctly adjusted regardless of whether or
not you have brakes as you may not remember to apply
them at the right time and there is always the possibility of
mechanical brake failure.

How snug should your breeching be? This is somewhat
of a subjective decision. Some horses prefer a bit more
space between the breeching and their body, while other
horses tolerate a tighter setting. If you are in very hilly
terrain, you may wish to have your breeching a bit tighter
than when working on the flat, especially if your vehicle
is on the heavier side. You will also want to consider your

Continued on Next Page

Reprinted from the ADS Whip with permission of the author
and the American Driving Society.




Photo 1

task. Are you driving a cones or marathon course, where you
are doing a lot of quick decelerations? That may be a time to
have your breeching adjusted just a bit tighter than if you are
on flat terrain for a recreational drive.

Here’s how I determine if my breeching is correctly
adjusted:

With the carriage on level ground and horse fully hitched
to the vehicle (and of course, the lines in the hands of
either you or another competent driver), push back on the
carriage until the traces are taut (the carriage is in draft)
(Photo 1). While continuing to push back on the carriage,
slide the other hand between the breeching and your horse’s
buttocks, with the fingers held vertically (not flat against the
butt) (Photo 2).

Although it will depend on some of the variables described
above, you'll generally be wanting three to four fingers width
for a full-sized horse, down to as little as two fingers for a
VSE or small pony.

Don’t be fooled if the breeching appears too tight when
the carriage is not being pushed backwards - when the horse
begins to move forward, the traces will tighten and the true
adjustment of the breeching will be revealed.

Double check once you are in the carriage and walking
away (and/or have your helper do so from the ground).

WINTER 2025

Photo 2

Sometimes you will want to tighten or loosen the hold-
backs a hole once you see the full weight of the carriage
applied to the traces.

I have my students do this check each and every time
they hitch up to drive. If one happens to have placed the
backsaddle an inch in front of or behind the spot it usually
sits, it can make a difference in the hold-back adjustment
and therefore in the tightness of the breeching. So learn to
incorporate this into your safety check routine%

Safe driving,
“P»
lhisa

Elisa Marocchi is an Equestrian Canada licensed driving
coach and a member of the ADS Education Committee.
She owns and operates Wildwood Farm, a full-service
driving facility near 100 Mile House, BC. An active driving
coach since 2000, Elisa offers clinics and lessons in a safe,
supportive and fun manner both on and off the farm. As a
combined driving competitor, Elisa has successfully competed
throughout North America with both her own homebred
horses and those of clients.
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REBECCA J GUTIERREZ

REALTOR®, Associate Broker

803-646-0462 Mobile
803-262-4460 Office
rebecca@aikenhomesource.com

www.aikenhomesource.com

Aiken Home Source, LLC
237 Park Ave SW, Ste 101, Aiken, SC 29801
Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

NEW HERITAGE FARM CARRIAGES

Contact A Dealer Near You!
Rebecca Gutierrez: (803) 646-0462
Lisa Singer: (610) 960-8695
nhfcarriages@gmail.com
www.NewHeritageFarm.com

Custom Harness & Carriages
For Competition & Recreation

/ 8 . .
“ R Housekeeping Details!!

Newsletter Deadlines- The deadline for articles, photos and classifieds is the 20th of each month. Photos must be
sent by email in “JPG” format with name(s) of person in photo and if possible, the names of the horse(s). Please
include photo release if required.

Classified Ads- Classified ads for ADC members are free and will run for 3 months unless otherwise noted. Non-
members may place ads for $25 which will run for 3 months. Business card ads are $100/yr. Checks may be
mailed to the Aiken Driving Club, PO Box 271 Aiken, SC 29802

Submissions- Send all submissions to: Karen Marlin @ aikendriving@gmail.com

Past issues of the Newsletter may be found online at www.aikendrivingclub.org
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