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Newsletter
October 2025

               aikendrivingclub.org

    Membership Renewals are Due by    
October 1, 2025

  It is time to renew your membership!!
You may renew your membership by going to the

www.aikendrivingclub.org and going to the membership link.

There you will  find a renewal form that you may complete online and make your dues payment 
either by credit card/Pay Pal or by check.

BUT…The Board of the Aiken Driving Club has decided that the Club will again sponsor an 
incentive to try to get more of you to renew your membership on line, complete, and on time (by 
October 1, 2025). The incentive will be that all renewals completed on line (Individual or Family 
membership) no later than September 30, 2025 will have their name(s) entered into a drawing to 
be held at the Club Annual Meeting in October.  The winner will have their 2025-2026 
membership payment refunded (winner need not be present at the meeting).

Please note- You will no longer receive information from the Club and will not be able to 
participate in Club activities if you have not renewed by the October 1st due date.

                    
In this Newsletter Issue

  *Club Calendar          *President’s Message
  *Treasurer’s Report *Board Minutes
  *Fall Weekend of Driving   *Prposed Bylaws

http://aikendrivingclub.org
http://www.aikendrivingclub.org


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(ADC Events are highlighted)
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DATE EVENT INFORMATION LOCATION

Oct 30-Nov 2,2025 Windsor Trace CT & CDE ADS Omnibus Windsor,SC

Oct 11,2025 Timberland CDE& CT ADS Omnibus Raeford,NC

Oct. 24 ,2025 Fall Weekend  Business Meeting/ 
and Social

 ADC website Aiken,SC

Dec 17,2025 Landmark Farms CT ADS Omnibus Windsor,SC

Oct 15,2025 ADC Education Session ADC Website TBD

Oct. 26,2025 Carriage drive through Aiken ADC Website Aiken,SC

Oct. 25,2025 Audubon Drive ADC Website Silver Bluff Auubon

Treasurer’s Report to the Board
 September 2025
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Volunteers Needed
For Fall Weekend of Driving

Contact Peggy Dils if you Can Help
dilsaiken@gmail.com

Fall Weekend of Driving

This is the 40th Anniverary of the Aiken Driving CLub and fun events 
are going to be happen during the weekend

• Members gathering  on Friday October 24 at the Gaston Livery Stable
• Saturday there will be a drive at the Silver Bluff Audubon
• Sunday will be a drive thru Aiken, SC

(See the ADC website 
aikendrivingclub.org  under 
“EVENTS” for details)

http://aikendrivingclub.org
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President’s Message

 

Gerde Award
During the 1090-91 season, the Aiken Driving Club established an award in honor of the Club’s founder, Clifford 
S. Gerde. The award is given in his honor for all that he contributed to carriage driving in Aiken.
The individual should fall into one of the following categoies

Driving:
an active participant in Club drives and activities
a new driver who makes noticeable progress driving with the Club
a driver who competes in pleasure driving shows and combined driving 

Events:
 Behind-The Scenes Participation:
         the faithful groom who is never fully appreciated

 the person who works hard to make sure we are well fed and entertained at 
our drives/events
the individual who helps develop and carry out our driving activities
or just all-around outstanding support and leadership in the Club

Please submit nominations for the 2025 Clifford S. Gerde Award to Peggy Dils at dilsaiken@gmail.com

Autumn is  a great time in Aiken County. As the leaves change and the air is crisper, explore new 
routes.  There are wonderful trails and lots to do and see around you both walking and driving in your 
carriage.  

Keep an eye on the calendar and note the things that you are hoping to do as a competitor or a 
volunteer or just watching.  Join in when and where you can. Volunteers are needed at Windsor trace  
Contact Nancy Mulen and she can tell you where she will need help. 

The Aiken Driving Club  Annual Meeting and Fall Weekend celebrating the Aiken Driving Clubs 40th 
anniversary will be the weekend of October 24,25, 26.  Plan to have a fun time and to
remember the old days during the weekend. Keep an eye out for more details. 

The ADS annual meeting will be in Florida at Grand Oaks in mid November. Check the ADS website 
for the details and costs.  

Windsor Trace is sure to be an exciting event beginning on October 30th. Check the Windsor Trace 
website for more details . 

So folks it is only the beginning!  We have educational events happening and other fun events, as 
well as the ADS and USEF recognized events happening. Drive On and enjoy! Be safe, stay well  
and be kind... Cheers 

Peggy
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AIKEN DRIVING CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2025

Present: Jerry Milano, Mick Burke, Peggy Dils, Michele Huguet, Karen Marlin,
Susan Gregorio
Treasurer’s Report: Approved unanimously as written
Secretary’s Report: Minutes approved unanimously as written.

OLD BUSINESS:
Gaston Livery: Markets are doing well, and will continue into the fall.
Vista Drive: 20+ attendees. Successful event with a delicious brunch following
the drive.
Suggestion from the Board to contact Full Gallop Farm for future schooling
drives. There is water to school there. Peggy to contact and report back to the
BOD.

FALL ADC 40TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND: 10/24-10/26/2025
Friday evening: 10/24.. Reception at Gaston Livery catered by Park Avenue
Oyster Bar. General Membership meeting. Silent Auction: please contact Peggy
with unique and quality items for the silent auction. Perhaps a donation of a
lesson from your favorite trainer, or chiropractor, or body work equine therapist.
Saturday: 10/25: Drive in town. Park at Green Boundary. Lunch to follow at
Gerde Museum, and an Ice Cream Social after lunch.
Sunday: Drive at the Audubon. Potluck lunch to follow. This is the 50th
Anniversary of the Audubon. The BOD voted to approve a $250 donation to the
Audubon.
Peggy is working on a commemorative 40th Anniversary ADC glass. Details to
follow.VOLUNTEER PROGRAM: please keep track of your hours and submit the hours
to ADC.

MEMBERSHIP: 42 current members

EDUCATION: Multiple educational opportunities:
October 15th will be trailer maintenance at 2 p.m. location TBD. This will be
presented by Hitch and Tow.
Shelly Temple Clinic will be held as a 3 day format, January 15, 16 and 17.
Debbie Bevan organizing this event. More details to follow.
Other topics discussed: Driving Derby and Dressage Derby. Dates, times and
locations to be announced.
Meeting adjourned 7 pm
Next Meeting October 13th 2025

Susan Gregorio, Secretary
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Secretary    Members at Large:
Peggy Dils Susan Gregorio    Jerry Milano
803-295-6785  973-222-9450       Mick Burke
dilsaiken@gmail.com susan.g2626@gmail.com    Dan Rosenthal

Vice President: Treasurer    Education Committee Chairs: 
Tracey Turner Michele Huguet                                           Janelle Marshall,
603-533-8585 803-645-3712                               Michele Huguet
ttt@farsidefarm.com huguetaiken@icloud.com

Membership Committee Chair                       Website & Newsletter Editor    
Ray Mansur        Karen Marlin 

The new ADC ByLaws will be voted on at the 40th Anniversary 
Annual meeting.

Please Review beforehand by going to “Proposed Bylaws” at
www.aikendrivingclub.org/bylaws 

   Members Annual Meeting & Social Hour will be held on 
Friday October 24th

 at the Gaston Livery Stable beginning at 5:30 PM. There will be a social hour 
followed by a business meeting at 6:15 with additional social time afterward. The 
new Bylaws will be voted on during the meeting.
The Gerde award will be presented during the meeting.
There will also be a silent auction so don’t forget your checkbooks.

The Fall Steeplechase is coming up November 22, 2025.  The Aiken 
Driving Club has again been invited to have a carriage parade prior 
to the first race. There is a size limit this year of no equines under 
13hh. Please contact Bretta Crump at brettacrump@yahoo.com if 
you would like to participate.

http://www.aikendrivingclub.org/bylaws


Housekeeping Details!!

Newsletter Deadlines- The deadline for articles, photos and classifieds is the 20th of each month. Photos must be 
sent by email in “JPG” format with name(s) of person in photo and if possible, the names of the horse(s). Please 
include photo release if required.
Classified Ads- Classified ads for ADC members are free and will run for 3 months unless otherwise noted. Non-
members may place ads for $25 which will run for 3 months. Business card ads are $100/yr. Checks may be 
mailed to the Aiken Driving Club, PO Box 271 Aiken, SC 29802
Submissions- Send all submissions to: Karen Marlin @ aikendriving@gmail.com

Past issues of the Newsletter may be found online at www.aikendrivingclub.org

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS
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Classified ADS

Do You Have Something to Sell?
Get your classified ad listed here

(See details below)

http://www.aikendrivingclub.org



